THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING GODLY ASSOCIATIONS
Over the past few weeks I have been sharing some keys to remaining strong in our Christian walk. Learning to live an overcoming Christian walk is vital for several reasons.

· God has the best plan for our life. Every believer has a unique God given destiny. However every Christian must be committed to following God’s plan for their life, otherwise they will invariably drift away from God’s plan and purpose for their life as the things of this world gain hold of their affections
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10) 
· The Bible makes it clear that the devil is continually trying to sidetrack and destroy the testimonies of Christians by causing them to stumble in defeat and sin

The Apostle Peter wrote,

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
· Only God’s plan for our life will ever truly fulfill us

Jesus Himself said,

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
· As Christians we all need one another and as we partner together in seeing God’s Kingdom expanded here on earth, our lives both individually and collectively will make a great difference in this world, and

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.” (Romans 12:4-5)
“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: If prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:6-8) AND

“from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself IN LOVE.” (Ephesians 4:16)
EVERY CHRISTIAN HAS AN IMPORTANT PART TO PLAY IN THE BODY OF CHRIST. WE ALL NEED ONE ANOTHER. When we fulfil God’s plan for our life we will invariably help others to fulfil God’s plan for their life.
· As we maintain our Christian walk many of our friends and family will also become Christians and spend eternity with us 
Jesus said,

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see you good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  (Matthew 5:16)
· WE ONLY HAVE ONE SHORT LIFE IN THIS BODY HERE ON EARTH to store up treasures for eternity

Jesus said,
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

· IN WEEK ONE I SHARED ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING CONNECTED TO THE LIFE OF A LOCAL CHURCH
· Being planted in a local church helps us to grow in our faith
· There is safety in a multitude of counselors

· Within the context of a local church we can use and develop our spiritual gifts, and

· We have accountability to others

The writer of the book of Hebrews wrote,

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”                   (Hebrews 10:23-25)

The Psalmist also wrote,

“Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.  They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be fresh and flourishing.  (Psalm 92:13-14)
· IN WEEK TWO I SHARED ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF BUILDING OUR LIFE ON THE WORD OF GOD
· The Bible is full of wisdom for everyday life

· The Bible is full of promises for all believers

· If we build our lives on the wisdom and promises contained in God’s word we will remain strong during the trials of life

· The Word of God also helps to give us clarity and direction in life

· Meditating on the Word of God is the key to being prosperous and leading a life which is full of purpose and rich in meaning, not just full of riches. (Money by itself will never make anyone truly happy.)

Jesus Himself said,

“Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27)
Before Joshua led the children of Israel into the Promised Land, the Lord said to him,
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
· IN WEEK THREE I SHARED ON THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING A CLEAR GOD GIVEN VISION FOR OUR LIFE
· Without a clear God given vision for our life we are more likely to make wrong choices in life. Choices that will take us away from the best that God has planned for our life
· The choices that we make today will often impact us for many years and even for life
· Having a clear vision for our life helps to give us a focus in life. With this clear vision for our life we can make plans to see it come to pass
· Every vision for our life should be related to living for the cause of seeing Christ made known in our world. When our motivation is to serve Christ and to make Him know in this world which is full of pain and suffering, we will have great purpose and meaning in life.
· Knowing the will of God for our life is a key to living an ongoing life full of purpose and meaning and to avoiding the pitfalls in life

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”          (Ephesians 5:15-17)
In the book of Proverbs we also read,

“Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who keeps the law.” (Proverbs 29:18)
· LAST WEEK I SHARED ON THE IMPORTANCE OF SPEAKING WORDS OF LIFE AND MAINTAINING A RIGHT HEART THROUGH HAVING INTIMACY WITH THE LORD
· The words that we speak can either build up or pull down others
· The words that we speak can either strengthen our friendships or destroy them
· The words that we speak in many ways can frame our future
· Having a heart full of God’s love helps us to speak words of  life
· The Bible makes it clear that out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks
· Intimacy with the Lord is a great key to maintaining a right heart
· There are many blessings that come from having an intimate relationship with the Lord. These include,
· maintaining our peace of mind in the middle of the storms of life, 
· experiencing fullness of joy, 
· renewing our strength as we wait upon the Lord, 
· our life bearing much fruit, and 
· being more able to hear the small still voice of the Holy Spirit so that we can make right choices in life

In the book of Psalms we read,

Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.”  (Psalm 37:4-5) 
TODAY I WANT TO SHARE ON THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING RIGHT ASSOCIATIONS AND FRIENDSHIPS IN LIFE
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.”                 (1 Corinthians 15:33)
In the book of Proverbs we also read,

“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.”  (Proverbs 12:26)
· God has a good plan for every person’s life
· A future which is full of hope

· God wants each and every person to live a life which is full of purpose and meaning

· The devil however is constantly looking at drawing people away from God and His plan for their life.

· The devil hates everything that pertains to God and seeks to destroy the lives of all people and to rob people of all that God has destined for their lives. 

· He constantly tries to oppose the things of God and the spreading of the gospel

· The devil constantly tries to distract and discourage all believers to make them ineffective in their Christian walk

· Jesus alluded to the spiritual warfare faced by people in his explanation of the parable of the sower. Jesus said,
“The sower sows the word. And these are the ones by the wayside where the word is sown. When they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts. 

These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness; and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word’s sake, immediately they stumble.

Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.

But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.” (Mark 4:14-20)

· Only the fourth category of people mentioned by Jesus lead an overcoming Christian walk and bear fruit in their lives
OUR CHOICE OF FRIENDS WILL ULTIMATELY PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN DETERMINING THE FRUITFULNESS OF OUR LIFE AND EVEN POSSIBLY WHERE WE SPEND ETERNITY (for those who have not yet given their life to Jesus Christ) 
What does the Bible say about choosing friends and avoiding wrong associations with other people?
· In Psalm 1:1-3 we can see some Godly wisdom in terms of who we should not spend time with on a friendship basis. 
“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:1-3)
· In this passage of Scripture we can see some keys to making right associations and right choices in life
i) We must avoid acting upon the ungodly counsel of others

ii) We must be careful who we receive counsel and direction from

iii) We must be careful not to develop significant friendships with ungodly people, lest we begin to learn their ways
iv) We must be careful to keep away from ungodly environments, and
v) We must not spend time with those who are scornful or who will try and pull down our faith
· Whilst we must always have a heart to reach out and to evangelise the lost, we must be careful to avoid getting drawn into ungodly associations. In the book of Jude we read,
“And on some have compassion, making a distinction; but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh.” (Jude 22&23)
· We must also be careful, as Jesus said, to not cast our pearls before swine and allow ungodly skeptics to aggressively try and tear down our faith. We need to refuse to enter into any arguments with such people.
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.” (Colossians 2:4-8)

· The bible makes it also clear that we should also not enter into ungodly partnerships (marriage being one such partnership) 
· Next to our decision to accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour, the second most important decision in life is the choice of our marriage partner.
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.  For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God...” (2 Corinthians 6:14-16)

· If we spend however time with people who love Jesus we will grow in our faith
· We become like the people that we spend most time with
· Just as spending time with Jesus makes us more compassionate and loving towards others, if we spend a lot of time with people with ungodly attitudes we too will become more and more like them
· WE MUST BE CAREFUL ABOUT NOT SPENDING TOO MUCH TIME WITH PEOPLE THAT ARE:

i) Continually negative and always complaining and murmuring about their lot in life
In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled.” (Hebrews 12:14-15)

ii) Continually judging and pulling down others

(We must ensure that we continually stay walking in the spirit. Being critical and judgmental comes from our fallen nature. Spending much time with critical and judgmental people will invariably cause us to start operating again in the old ways)
iii) Consistently angry and aggressive towards others

The Christian walk is all about growing in Christ-like character and loving others. In the book of Galatians we see that 9 of the traits of our fallen nature (the flesh) are anger.

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the Kingdom of God.” (Galatians 5:19-21)

For those who have struggled with anger in the past to spend much time with angry people will invariably cause them to lapse back again into old behavior patterns.
The book of Proverbs contains much wisdom in this area,
“An angry man stirs up strife, and a furious man abounds in transgression.” (Proverbs 29:22)
“The beginning of strife is like releasing water; Therefore stop contention before a quarrel starts.” (Proverbs 17:14)

“Make no friendship with an angry man, and with a furious man do not go, lest you learn his ways and set a snare for your soul.” (Proverbs 22:24-25)
iv) Always gossiping about others (They will invariably end up gossiping about you as well)
When you spend time with those gossiping it is easier to slip back into the bad habit of also talking about others.

Having character and only speaking well of others is a sign of growing maturity in our walk with the Lord.

Walking in our old nature can easily be activated again if we begin to mix with people prone to gossiping about others.

Walking in righteousness however must be a daily CHOICE

Choosing Godly friends is therefore crucial if we are to continue to grow in our walk with the Lord.

In the book of proverbs we read,

“He who goes about as a talebearer reveals secrets; Therefore do not associate with one who flatters with his lips.” (Proverbs 20:19)
“A talebearer reveals secrets, but he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a matter.” (Proverbs 11:13)

“The words of a talebearer are like tasty trifles, and they go down into the inmost body.” (Proverbs 26:22)

“A perverse man sows strife, and a whisperer separates the best of friends.” (Proverbs 16:28) 
v) Finally, those who are involved in ungodly practices

· Ungodly influences in your life will cause you to deviate away from God’s best for your life
· Ungodly and immoral relationships will always bring us pain in the long run

· IF HOWEVER YOU SPEND TIME WITH PEOPLE OF VISION YOU WILL BE STRETCHED TO GO TO A HIGHER LEVEL IN LIFE (SOARING WITH THE EAGLES)

SO WHAT TYPE OF FRIENDS SHOULD WE LOOK FOR IN LIFE AND WHAT TYPE OF FRIEND SHOULD WE BECOME?
i) People of Godly Character (as we allow the Lord to change us)
ii) People who have a genuine love for God and for others

iii) Those who encourage others to succeed in life and to live for God

iv) People who are faithful and committed in their friendships with others, 
v) People who are prepared to speak the truth in love to help others to grow and become better in life, and

vi) Those who want to help others not to make wrong choices in life
IN CONCLUSION 
· God has a unique plan and destiny for every person’s life which begins when they come to Christ
· Every Believer must however appropriate their God given destiny

· Wrong friendships and wrong associations will invariably take us away from the best that God has planned for our life

· Intimacy with the Lord will help to give us greater discernment in the choice of our significant friends
· When we spend time in the Word of God (the Bible), we will also become more aware of any wrong associations in our life as God speaks to us through His Word

In the book of Psalms we read,

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”          (Psalm 119:105)

· There is great wisdom in having Godly mentors in our life as Christians

I will now finish by looking at how wrong associations impacted the life of King Solomon

· The Lord appeared to Solomon on two occasions
· On the first occasion the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask! What shall I give you?
(1 Kings 3:5)

· Solomon asked God for wisdom. “Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours.” (1 Kings 3:9)
· The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing (1 Kings 3:10)
· So God gave Solomon both wisdom and wealth and honour which he did not ask for

“behold, I have done according to your words; see, I have given you a wise and understanding heart, so that there has not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you.

And I have also given you what you have not asked: both riches and honour, so that there shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your days.” (1 kings 3:12-13)

· King Solomon then built the Temple of the Lord
(1 Kings Chapter 6)

· The Lord then appeared to Solomon on a second occasion as He had appeared to him in Gibeon and said,
“I have heard your prayer and your supplication that you have made before Me; I have consecrated this house which you have built to put My name there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually. Now if you walk before Me as your father David walked in integrity of heart and in uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded you, and if your keep My statutes and My judgments, then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever, as I promised David your father, saying, ‘You shall not fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.”

But if you or your sons at all turn from following Me, and do not keep My commandments and My statutes which I have set before you, but go and serve other gods and worship them, then I will cut off Israel from the land which I have given them; and this house which I have consecrated for My name I will cast out of My sight…” (1 kings 9:3-7)
· King Solomon however loved and married many foreign women contrary to the word of the Lord to the children of Israel 
“You shall not intermarry with them, nor they with you. Surely they will turn away your hearts after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love.” (1 kings 11:2)

· These foreign wives turned Solomon’s heart away from God after other gods
“For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the LORD his God, as was the heart of his father David. For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and did not fully follow the LORD, as did his father David.” (1 Kings 11:4-6)
· AS A RESULT THE LORD THROUGH THE PROPHET AHIJAH TOLD SOLOMON’S SERVANT JEROBOAM “Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and will give ten tribes to you (but he shall have one tribe for the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel), because they have forsaken Me, and worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the people of Ammon, and have not walked in My ways to do what is right in My eyes and keep My statutes and My judgments, as did his father David.” (1 Kings 11:31-33)
· JUST AS GOD HAD SPOKEN THROUGH THE PROPHET AHIJAH, TEN OF THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL WERE TAKEN BY JEROBOAM OUT OF THE HANDS OF SOLOMON’S SON.
· At the end of his life Solomon came back to the Lord and in the book of Ecclesiastes He wrote about the futility of living a life pursing wealth and wisdom and pleasure apart from God. IN THE LIFE OF SOLOMON WE CLEARLY SEE THE CONSEQUENCES OF ALLOWING UNGODLY ASSOCIATIONS INTO OUR LIFE

· CHOOSING GOOD GODLY FRIENDS IS ONE KEY TO HELPING US TO FULFIL OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY[image: image1.png]



